Growth and development in orthodontics.
The recent literature on growth and development of the face and dentition includes important articles about assessment of growth, maturation, growth in the vertical dimension, treatment effects, experimental growth, and craniofacial anomalies. An underlying theme can be detected in these reports--the individuality of the child and his or her response to treatment. Central trends can be determined from growth data, but these generalizations should be applied with caution. When formulating treatment goals and planning mechanics, great variability can exist among growing children.